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MY RESIDENCE 
IN 


| MEXICO 


70 luxurious apartment suites one and two bed room units with dining 
room kitchen bath hotel maid service. 


Parking facilities - solarium - Bar - Room service - Beauty Shop - 
be among the services offered. 


In one of Mexico City's residential sections this hotel is located a short 
5 minute drive from the down town area. 


SUITES EMPERADOR will be the permanent oddress fr 


all executives and discriminating visitors while in Mexico on busines 
or pleasure. 

RESERVATIONS PHONE: 19 55 90 

OR WRITE DIRECTLY TO THE HOTEL OR THROUGH 

YOUR NEAREST TRAVEL AGENT. 


Avenida Cuauhtémoc 614, Mexico 12, D. F. 


OFFICES 


48 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. Plaza 5-9747 

1050 Ponce de Leén Ave. N. E. Atlanta 83, Ga. Trinity 4-9711 
ENTERPRISE NUMBERS: 610 Chamber of Commerce Building, Miami, Florida. FRanklin 1-8418 

209 Post St., San Francisco, Cal., EXbrook 4-9711 


6 iIshi Oita 
(Dial Operator) Boston 6360, Chicago 1-6370, Philadelphia 6360 308 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles, Cal., Olive 3-8492 


1411 — 4th Ave. Bidg., Seattle , Wash., MAin 2-2500 
Washi -6340, T to ZEnith 6-3649 6-3640 f . ° 
asitngion 1-6960, Verente Sint Suites Emperador. Av. Cuauhtémoc 614, México 12, D. F. 





WHAT TO SEE, WHERE TO GO EIN 
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IN THIS ISSUE 
WE ARE FEATURING 


The President's Tour — 11 
Totonacs — 13 

Guif — 16 

Experiment in International 
living — 21 

Summer Schools — 23 
Investments — 24 


As Well As MARCH 
Person to Person — 7 climate 


From Our Readers — 6 
Acapulco — 5 CITY TEMP. RAIN 
Knife & Fork — 28 (F) (Inches) 
Stepping Out — 27 Acapulco 79 — 
Cuernavaca 70 0.3 
Guadalajara 65 0.1 
Guanajuato 64 0.2 
Merida 78 0.8 
Mexico, D. F 61 0.4 














AEST, Monterrey 68 0.6 
AS AND SPECIAGES Oaxaca 70 0.4 
Puebla 62 0.5 
Taxco 72 0.4 


Tehuantepec 69 0.3 
Veracruz 73 0.3 


March 1 — Durango, Dgo. Annual commercial 
and religious fair, celebrated since 1616 in 
veneration of the image of Christ contained 
in the San José of Tizonazo Church. This 
figure, called Sefior de los Guerreros (Sol- 
dier's Christ), is probably so named because 











March 4 — Chalma, Mexico. Pilgrimages to 
the shrine of the miraculous Christ of Chal- 


of the military organization which the Jesiut 
ma, in order to seek cures and special fa- 


priests gave at the time in protection against 


: vors. Natives dance in the courtyard. 
Apache Indian attacks. Remnants of the an- 


March 4 — Salinas, San Luis Potosi. Annual 


i tress can still be seen next to the 
dent forces com ot celebration of the First Friday of March, 


urch. ; 
ome with its typically Mexican mixture of pro- 


found faith and pagan gaiety. Balls, para- 
des, folk-dancing, and fireworks. 

March 3 — Amecameca, State of Mexico. A March 9-13 — Villa de Etla, Oaxaca. Religious 
fiesta held on the hill of Sacromonte, with commemoration of the discovery of an 
a huge market and various notive dances. image, famed for its miraculous powers, 

March 4 — Taxco, Guerrero. Religious festival which is called Our Lord of the Rocks, be- 
honoring the image known as Crucifijo de cause it was found in a place near the vil- 
la Vera Cruz. Notable for its dances and lage referred to as Penitas (little rocks), over 
pastorals performed by small childen dressed three centuries ago. The commercial fair, held 
as roosters, and for its firework displays in at the same time, features products of the 
the night, which feature Los Toritos, struc- region, including marble and onyx. 
tures formed like bulls and filled with fire. March 11 — Acatld, Oaxaca. Traditional mid- 
works. A man straddles the terite, the fuse lenten festivals include horse-racing, jousting, 
is lit, man and bull pursue the spectators. foot-races and regional dances. 



































March 11-19 — Talpa, Jalisco. One of Mex- \y displayed this month at the Galerias Diono Nation 
ico’s largest and most colorful festivals, PARTE . (Paseo de la Reforma 489). the 
when there is an annual pilgrimage from all European Paintings — Permanent exposition of bolt 
parts of the country to the shrine of Our the Academy of San Carlos, includes sculpt. - 
Lady of Talpa, whose image, like those of ures from the Vatican Museum and the 
Zapopan, San Juan de los Lagos, and Patz- Cassillas — An interesting exhibition of oils Louvre, Mexican painters of the 17th and 
cuaro’s Our Lady of Health, is fashioned of and drawings by this artist at the Salon 18th centuries, and Post-Renaissance works 
cornstalks. The villagers have an amazing del Carmel-Art {in the Restaurant Carmel, by early European artists. Galeria de San 
alibity for turning brightly painted chewing Génova 70 A). Carlos (Academia 22). 
gum (chicle) into beautiful sculptures. Auction — A special auction of works by im- Photographic Exhibit — Mexicos finest photo. te 

March 12-30 — Huauchinango, Puebla. portant Mexican painters will be sponsored graphers display their work on the ground 
Customary fiesta celebrating the Discovery by Televicentro and the Sociedad de Nios floor of the Photographers Club of Mexico 
of the Holy Sepulchre, combined with a Flow Invalidos, for the benefit of invalid children. (San Juan de Letran 80). 

oo Soe Organized by Sr. Glantz, the auction will be Ursula Bernath — This noted photographer 

March 15 — Coyutlan, Colima. On this date held in the arcade adjoining his Salon del features Casa Hogar, Mexico Boys Town in 
Spring Festivals begin and last until May. Carmel-Art {in the Restaurant Carmel, Gé- Cuernavaca, as the theme for her exhibit 
This small, picturesque seaport is only a short nova 70 A). Check with Gallery for the First three weeks of March, Mexican-North - 
distance from the city of Colima. Fishing exact date. American Institute (Hamburgo 115). 
tournaments, regattas, swimming contests 
and dancing. 

March 18 — Tepalzingo, Morelos. A tremend- 
ous market day famous for its sale of pri- 
mitive pottery molded in the form of ani- 
mals. 

March 18 == Jiquilpon, Michoacan. Celebration & mort Sia Claw Ma 
of the anniversary of the expropriation of AVARARANINS yy 
foreign-owned oil properties. This town is < 
the birthplace of General Lazaro Cardenas 
who, during his term as President, decreed 
the nationalization of the petroleum industry. 

March 18-31 — Antiguo Morelos, Tamaulipas. Serie 
This large annual fair features Charreadas, Me 
cockfights, horse-racing, jaripeos and hua- Ww 
pangos — all to the tune of gay guitars and ~ 
with some of Mexico's most beautiful 2, 
women to add to the scenery. th 

March 19 — St. Josephs Day. Because of the “ 
abundance of villages that bear this name Spec 
or revere this saint os their patron, celebra- N 
tions can be found within almost every ce 
state of the Republic. Especially interesting 7 
are the festivities in Cérdoba, Veracruz; Ler- Estel 
do de Tejada, Veracruz, and Ciudad Vic- Jurado & Morales — Oils by these two paint- ay in 
toria, Tamaulipas, where there is lots of ac- ers will be on display this month in the . I ° de 
tivity both within and without the churches. Galerias Glantz (Génova Bldg Génova 70-A) ~»ONJUS Ce 

= Elvira Gascon — A permanent exhibit of con- 
" o. temporary art by such artists as Fernando Be- 
lain, José Bartoli, Arnold Belkin, Gales Ca- 

rera, Pedro Coronel, Alberto Goronella, Mexican Folk Ballet — Every Sunday at the 

Francisco de Icasca, Juliette La Chaume, Palacio de Bellas Artes, 9:30 a.m. Ama- 

Xavier de Oteyza, Felipe Orlando, Socram lia Hernandez, director and choreographer 

and Toledo, with the paintings and sketches Los Hijos del Sol’’ (Aztec ritual dance); ‘El 

of Elvira Gascon being the special feature Cupidito’’ (Sones Jarochos); ‘Sones Antiguos 

this month, Galeria Tuso (Hamburgo 68). de Michoacan’; ‘Fiesta Veracruzana’™’ (So- 

Orientation Lectures — The Experiment in In- Orlando — Oils by Felipe Orlando will be nes Zapateados); “Danza de los Yaquis’; 
ternational Living will feature a series of shown by the Galeria Antonio Souza (Gé- Navidad en Jalisco” 
talks on Mexican life and culture every Tues- nova 61, second floor). London's Festival Ballet — The most important 
day (March 8, 15, 22, 29) at the Mexican. Gonzalez — An exhibit of paintings by Frank Ballet to visit Mexico since the Original Bal- } M 
North American Institute (Hamburgo 115), Gonzalez at the Galeria de Arte Mexicano let Ruse came 15 years ago. On this first y 
7 p.m. (Milan 18). tour of Latin America, the Festival Ballet . 

Mayan Culture — Samuel Marti will hold q Parada — Oils by this well known Mexican will bring a company of 68 persons, headed :, 
conference on ‘The Art and Music of the woman artist may be seen at the Galerias by star ballerinas and top choreographers . 
Mayas’ March 3 at the Mexican-North Excélsior (Paseo de la Reforma 18). Antén Dolin and John Gilpin. Programs will 
American Institute (Hamburgo 115), 7:30 p. Sustaeta — Another outstanding woman paint- feature various complete ballets. March 15 
m. er of Mexico, Rosa Maria Sustaeta, will be & 28, Palacio de Bellas Artes, 9 p.m. 
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National Symphony Orchestra — Every Friday in 
the Sala de Espectadculos of the Palacio de 
Bellas Artes, 9 p.m. 

March 4 — Director: Stanislaw Skrowaczew- 
ski 

Nocturnes — Debussy 
Concerto for Piano — Chopin 

Sclist: Adam Harasiewicz 

Symphony No. 1 — Brahms 

Director: Stanislaw Skrowaczew- 

ski 

Romeo and Juliet — Prokofieff 

Songs by Mahler 

Soloist: Aurora Woodrow 

Concerto for Orchesta — Luto- 

slawski (debut in Mexico) 

Director: 


March 11 — 


March 18 — Luis Herrera de la 
Fuente 

Wedding Overture 
zart's “Figaro” 
Emperor Concerto — Beethoven 

Soloist: Ann’ Schein 

Symphony No. 5 — Chavez 
The Fire Bird — Stravinsky 
Director: Herrera de la 


from Mo- 


March 25 — Luis 
Fuente 
Sensemayo — Revueltas 
Violin Concerto — Tchaikowsky 
Soloist: Cristian Ferrds 
Symphony — Shostakovitch 
Series of Concerts —- The Musical Assn, of 
Manuel M. Ponce will present concerts every 
Wednesday night, featuring chamber music, 
instrumental and vocal soloists, etc. March 
2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 in the Sala Ponce of 
the Palacio de Bellas Artes, 8 p.m. (Check 
newspapers for specific programs). 


Special Orchestra Series —- Every Thursday the 


National Symphony Orchestra will present 
concerts in the Escuela de las Vicainas at 
7 p.m. This series will continue into April. 


Estela Contreras — Piano recital on March 29 
in the Sala de Espectaculos of the Palacio 
de Bellas Artes, 9 p.m. 


“2? 


5 MUSEUMS © 


Museo Nacional de Arntropologia — (Calle de 
la Moneda 13. around corner from National 
Palace). Pre-Hispanic art, including such 
famous pieces as the Aztec Calendar Stone, 
the Palenque Cross, the Tizoc sacrificial stone, 
and fine examples of ancient jewelry, pot- 
tery, and codices. 


Museo Nacional de Artes e industrias — (Av. 
Juarez 44). This combination store and mu- 
seum offers colorufl native arts and crafts 
from all over Mexico. 


Museo Nacional de Artes Plasticas — (Palacio 
de Bellas Artes). A large museum featuring 
both permanent ana changing exhibitions of 
colonial and modern art, including murals by 
Rivera, Orozco, Siqueiros and Tamayo. On 
Sundays between 9 & 10.30 a.m. the famous 
Tiffany Glass Curtain in the concert hall is 
shown with various lighting effects. 


Museo de la Charreria — (Casa Chata, Tial- 
pan, D. F.). One of the most complete col- 
lections of Mexican charro items. 


Museo Historico de Churubusco — (near the 
Calzada de Tlalpan in Churubusco). This ex- 
convent has been beautifully restored and 
now is a museum for historical objects and 
documents of the War of 1847. 


Museo Etnologico de Figuras de Cera — (Ca- 
lle del S io & Guat la). Wax mv- 
seum: featuring scenes and characters from 
Mexican history, made by Carmen Antunez 





Museo Juarez — (National Palace). Exhibition 
devoted to Mexico's beloved Independence 
hero, including reconstructions of his bedroom 
and office. 


Museo Colonial del Carmen — (Alvaro Obre- 
gon in the Villa de San Angel). A Carmelite 
convent of the 17th century, perfectly re- 
stored in keeping with its original colonial 
architecture and atmosphere. 


Museo Frida Kahlo — (Calle Londres 127, Co- 
yoocan). This former home of Mexico's ovt- 
standing woman artist and her famous hus- 
band Diego Rivera has been converted into 
a charming museum, featuring not only an 
exhibit of many of their works and an in- 
teresting idol collection, but their personal 
belongings as well. 


Musee Nacional de Historia — (Chapultepec 
Castle). Interesting relics from Mexico's his- 
tory, particularly featuring the original liv- 
ing quarters of Maximilian and Carlota. 


Museo de la Moda Mexicana — (Varsovia 52). 
Unique museum devoted.to Pre-Hispanic fa- 
shion from 3,000 B. C. until the time of the 
Conquast. Colorful models of each culture, 
along with actual idols and jewelry that in- 
spired ‘he reproductions. 


Museo de Arte Religioso — (Guatemala 17). 
Art treasures from the National Cathedral 
and other churches of Mexico, as well as 
European and Asiatic works. 


Museo Postal — (Main Post Office, third floor). 
Permanent exhibit of historical postage 


stamps. 


Museo de la Flora y Fauna — (in Chapultepec 
Park). Interesting examples of flower and 
plant life in Mexico. 


Museo Tecnologico Industrial — (in Chapulte- 

pec Park). A permanent exhibiton of various 
objects manufactured by the silver, leather, 
textile, toy, chemical, etc. industries of Me- 
xico. 


QOSTHEATRE.O/ 


El Dulce Pajaro de la Juventud — The Spanish 
version of Tennessee Williams’ “Sweet Bird 
of Youth” stars Rita Macedo, well known 
Mexican movie actress, Aldo Monti and Mi- 
gvel Ange! Ferriz. Directed by Xavier Rojas 
and produced by Robert W. Lerner and Er- 
nesto Alonso. Teatro Sullivan (Sullivan 25, 
tel. 40-07-72) Nightly 7 and 10. Closed 
Mondays. 


Cada Noche Muere Julieta — Federico S. In- 
clan's new dramatic comedy, featuring Rey- 
na Montes and José Galvez and directed by 
Xavier Rojas. Sala Chopin (Insurgentes & 
Puebla, tel. 11-38-17) Tuesdays through 
Saturdays 7:15 & 9:45; Sundays 5 & 8. 

Amadeo — Another diverting comedy,. under 
the sponsorship of INBA, directed by José 
Solé and featuring Ignacio Lépez Tarso and 
Ofelia Guilméin. Teatro Orientacién (behind 
the National Auditorium, tel. 20-90-10). 
Nightly 8:30; Saturdays 7:15 & 9:45; Sun- 
days 5 & 8. Closed Mondays. 

Leocadia — The Instituto Nacional de Bellas 
Artes presents Jean Anouilth’s comedy, di- 
rected by Salvador Novo and starring Kitty 
de Hoyos, Francisco Jambrina and Berta 

Palacio de Bellas Aries (Juarez & 

San Juan de Letran, tel. 18-01-80) Night 

ly at 8:30 p.m. Closed Mondays. 


Moss. 


La Pelirroja — Rene Anselmo and luis de Llano 
present Herbert Field and David Shaw's ‘The 
Redhead” translated and adapted for the 
Mexican stage by Luis de Liano and Martha 
Fisher. Armando Calvo, Virma Gonzalez, and 
Nono Arsu head a large cast of actors, dan- 
cers, and singets. Teatro de los Insurgentes 
(Insurgentes 1587, tel. 24-58-91) Nightly 
8:30; Saturdays 7 & 10; Sundays 5 & 8. 











GALERIA TUSO 


HAMBURGO 68 (pasaje) Tel. 25-21-02 
ARTE CONTEMPORANEO 


—_—=$<—<—<—_o oo 
Exposition of the Month features 


ELVIRA GASCON S 


@SPDRIS= 


Boxing: Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 p.m. at Are- 
na Coliseo, Peré 77. Special cards scheduled 
occasionally at the larger Arena Mexico, Dr. 
Lavista 191 on Saturdays. 






Bullfights — Possibly the Formal Corridas de 
Toros will be held Sundays at 4 p.m. at the 
Plaza México, on Insurgentes Sur, featuring 
Spanish and Mexican bullfights stars and the 
Novilladas (Semi-pro  bullfights) will con- 

we J tinue to be held at different smaller rings 

Study this summer in Mexico “an in Mexico City and in several Mexican States. 


Learn to SPEAK Spanish And professional flights are also celebrated 
3-WEEK INTENSIVE COURSES 


Beginning Intermediate Advanced 
Sessions start: 

















S 
S 
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occasionally, but not in a formal season 
in many cities and states in the Republic. 
Charros: Sundays at 11 a.m. the famous and 
colorful Mexican charros work out at the 
following ranches: Rancho La Tapatia, Calzada 









May 30 del Molino del Rey near Los Pinos (the Presi- 

June 28 wrapping ng a i. age 
a de rcito Nacional; & 

July 25 i i ancho Grande de 





la Villa at the foot of Los Indios Verdes —en- 
trance off the Laredo Highway; and Rancho 
Santa Anita, Calzada de la Viga, Santa Anita, 
DB. &. 

Horse Racing: Every Tuesday, Thursday, Satur- 
day, and Sunday at 2 p.m. Hipdédromo de 
las Américas, Lomas de Sotelo, Mexico City. 
Eight race program. ‘'1-2"' selections second 
and last races. Quinielas on forth and sixth 
races. Pari Mutual betting machines avail- 
able. Tte following classic races will be 
run during March: Handicap Buen Vecino, 
March 6, for $100,000 pesos added purse 
for 4 year olds or older, at 1& 1 1/16 miles 
distance. Stakes Jockey Club Mexicano, 

in DOUGLAS March 20, for a $35,000 pesos added purse, 

for 3 years olds, at 1 mile distance. Puet 

Gate. Automatic Photo Chart and automatic 


Write for Information 


MEXICAN AMERICAN 
CULTURAL INSTITUTE 


- Ses oe Ey... 
Hamburgo 115, Mexico 6, D. F: 


(.. to (Central Location) 













Fly The Golden 


Triangle 


BIMOTORS photo camera at the finish line. Track length 
61/2 furlongs. 
PUEBLA Pelota: Matches Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 


Saturdays, and Sundays at 4:15 p.m., and 
on Mondays at 4 p.m. at Fronton Metropoli- 
tano on Bahia de Todos Santos 190. Women 
players using rackets are billed here. No 


OAXACA matches Thursdays. 
At Fronton Mexico on Ramos Arizpe and Plaza 


de la Republica daily except Mondays. Thurs- 
day through Sunday starting time is 6 p.m., 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. 


ACAPULCO Soccer: Sundays 10 a.m. at the University of 





SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT Mexico Stadium off Avenida Insurgentes Sur, 
e fourteen professional teams from the Mexican 
Aerolineas States offer some of the finest matches seen 
ega anywhere. 
REFORMA No, 34 Wrestling: Sundays at 5 p.m. and Tyesdays and 
PHONES 465750 an Fridays at 8:30 p.m. matches at Arena Coli- 
465729 seo, Peré 77. 





MEXICO 1,D.F 








OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
IN COMING MONTHS 


Holy Week — Passion Plays enacted by the 


respective townspeople of many villages 
Most outstanding will be in Ixtapalapa, D 
F., Taxco; Tepozotlan, near Cuernavaca; 
Chiapa de Corzo, Chiapas; San Antonio de 
la Isla, near Toluca; Amecameca, State of 
Mexico; and Tzintzuntzan on the shores of 
Lake Pdtzcuaro, Michoacan. Outside of the 
Federal District (which has a ban on fire- 
works) the traditional Judas figures will be 
blown up. 


Flower Festival — In Xochimilco, will be ce. 


lebrated on April 8. This annual fiesta of 
more than 500 years standing, feature 
music, dancing, canoe rides and the election 


of a queen. 


Home Fair — The Feria del Hogar wil! be held 


again this year in the National Auditorium 
from April 17 to May 17. It will feature 
grand-scale exhibitions of all things produc- 
ed for the home in Mexico, with manu- 
facturers going all out to think of ingeni- 
ous gimmicks and displays. Also, there will 
be several big shows during the opening 
week with musical stars of Mexico, Cuba and 
North and South America, to give the Foir 
a spectacular send-off. 

National Symphony Orchestra — The Orques- 
ta Sinfénica Nacional continues its season, 
moving outdoors during the months of April 
and May to perform their concerts under the 
trees of the Chapultepec Park every Sun- 
day morning at 11:00. In June they will 
do a series of concerts featuring all Mex- 
ican music. 

Lener Quartet — April 1, 4 & 6 at the Palacio 
de Bellas Artes. Chamber music at its best. 
Panamerican Medical Convention — National 

Auditorium April 24 to May 4. 


ARTES 
DE 
Yo 


ORIGINAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
DECORATORS’ ACCESORIES 
AND FURNITURE 


WE SHIP WHOLESALE AND 
RETAIL ANYWHERE 


catalogue on request 
Amberes 61-A 
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yap ACAPULCO’S DREAM HOUSE 
Nw FOR SALE 


Exclusive luxury residence design- 
ed by Mario Pani. 150’ above 
Pacific, unsurpassed panoramic 
view of Ocean and North America’s 
most glamorous bay; fully furnish- 
ed, huge master bedroom & bath, 
four double bedrooms with baths, 
modern throughout, filtered swim- 
ming pool, sfairs to sea. Unique 
opportunity. Attractive terms. Ad- 
dress inquiries to: Dept. CL Mex- 
ico/This Menth, Atenas 42-601, 
Mexico 6, D. F. 


(HHNMMMM HMMM MMMM) 
hotel 
playa hermosa 








fracc. hornos - acapulco 
tal. 16-02 


A garden spot 100 yards 
from Karabali Beach 
and beautiful Acapulco 
Continental Pia 


Bay 






Acapulco, Gro 


th mouth, IN ACAPULCO 


Acapulco blossoms in spring garb 
ange, under the conditions which 
this month; and flower shows, regat- 
tas, ballets in the open air Fort San 
Diego auditorium, art exhibits, and 
fishing tournaments highlight the ac- 
tivities. 

There are celebrations also to hon- 
or jointly the coming of the equinox 
and the birthday of Mexico's great 
Reform leader Benito JuGdrez. This 
means weekend street dances, confet- 
ti, and a uniform gaiety throughout 
the port resort. 

The Acapulco Summer School is 
shining up its registrar's office for an 
early June flush of students. We sug- 
gest writing early for information 
and registration. Write Acapulco 
Summer School, Acapulco, Mexico. 

Artists are finding themselves high 
in the social swim (as well as other 
types of swim)... a happy combina- 
tion of creativity and chaos are the 
result, as well as many delightful 
canvases of varying degrees of seri- 
ousness. Tropical art most definitely 
has aspects to recommend it. 

On the other hand night life is, you 
should pardon the expression, sober- 


ing up. Many of the flimsier fun 
stations cre shutting their doors in 
favor of the posher points. The age 
of the cocktail lounge has come to 
these dewy Pacific shores. In short, 


the atmosphere is currently one of 
refined hilarity indoors and less sun- 


down beachcombing outdoors. 





| ACAPULCO 


OTOR HOTEL 
Alr Conditioned 
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CAPULCO 


THE FIRST AND BEST 


Purified Water Swimming Poe! 


Restevront and Bar 
(On the Oceen) Bex 269 Tel. 40-200 


65 Rooms 
65 Boths 

















THE MOST BEAVTIFOL 


HOTEL CALETA 


SPOT UNDER ‘THE SUN. 


... ACAPULCO 


The sea at your feet... 





300 Suites 





On the West Coast: George Smith 
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Internacional 
Cuisine 


Reservations in Mexico: Balderas 36-6 Mexico 1, D. F. Telephones: 21-08-69 21-80-98 
Request Illustrated Brochure from our US. Representatives: William P. Wolfe Organization 
OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 














4. oun. “racer, 


Monthly Review 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Bright, 

Thank you very much for the four 
subscriptions you sent in as Xmas 
presents. There is no additional 
charge for the foreign subs. 

Your suscription to — Anita 
Brenner — Mexico This Month — does 
that mean she is there for the month 
of December or January? If she is 
there for the month of January we 
could send her the December and 
January issues which would reach her 
in Mexico, however, if you mean the 
month of December we would like a 
permanent address so a stencil could 
be made for her twelve issues. 

Maybe I'm wrong, and Mexico/ 
This Month is part of address. 

Please advise. Thank you. 


G. Heller-for Editors Leo WHuber- 
man... Paul M. Sweezy, Monthly 
Review. 


Send the magazine to Anita Brenner, 
Mexico/ This Month, Atenas 42-601, 
Mexico 6, D. F. Miss Brenner is here 
every month and so with luck and a 
strong wind is the magazine. Like the 
Monthly Review, Mexico/ This Month 
sometimes has difficulties with circula- 
tion and with mailing delays. But it is 
getting better. Editor. 





We have been living in Mexico for 
over two years now. Last July | spent 
four days at the British American 
Hospital, for a radical check-up. All 
bills were promptly paid by the Blue 
Cross, and the Hospital itself never 
expressed the slightest doubt that our 
bills would not be honored. Over this 
period of two years, we have notified 


this organization about two changes 
of addresses, which should leave no 
doubt in anybody's mind that we are 
no longer tourists. 

Would it be possible to check this 
statement? If your facts are correct 
(page 24, MTM, Nov. 59), then some 
of us residents better stop paying 
bills’ to New Haven, and take up 
Mexican Health Insurance. 

Sincerely yours, 
Hugo Van Arx 
Patzcuaro, Michoacan, Mex. 


Residents of Patzcuaro, an ideal place 
for relaxing, may do just that with Blue 
Cross. It does pay off on the interna- 
tional level. Some other health insurance 
firms do too, the King Country Medical 
of Seattle, for example. But readers are 
urged to check with their individual in- 


surance firms to confirm international 


service clauses. For those who wish 
Mexican Health Insurance, contact your 
consulate for proper information. 


Editor. 


“Enjoyed the magazine no end! |t 
was also a delight to win one of the 
sweepstakes grand prizes. | am look. 
ing forward to the trip. Incidentally 
the Vox Realtors, and many of my 
associates are interested in coming to 
Mexico for a convention. Is there o 
convention office there?’ Sincerely, 
Dorothy E. Turham, Dorothy E. Turn. 
ham Co. Realtors, 16912 Sherman 
Way, Van Nuys, California. 


Glad you enjoy the magazine, and con. 
gratulations on the sweepstake, hope you 
enjoy the trip. The only convention 
office we know about is at the Suite 
Emperador, Avenida Cuauhtémoc 614. 
Mexico 12, D. F. Probably Mr. Paul 
Horn can advise you of the man 
services rendered free of charge by that 
office. 
Editor. 
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P resident Lopez Mateo's mission to 
South America, (see pages 10-11) and 
the busy coming and going of first- 
line diplomats and negotiators from 
the U.S Canada, Europe and South 
America and their Mexican counter- 
parts on similar journeys, establishes 
a new and extraordinarily interesting 
chapter in the history of this country. 

For thirty years after the 1910-1920 
revolution and civil war, Mexico lived 
somewhat as if on a separte planet, 
engrossed, obsessed, and all-out con- 
centrated on an economic, political an 
cultural struggle with its own prob- 
lems; aming at, in each category, in- 
pendence, self-sufficiency, and pro- 
ductivity, via its own resources and 
people. One quick look at what the 
picture was in 1920, establishes a 
a contrast with now that is truly 
astounding. And the methods where- 
by stability, economic transformation, 
and the inner security that comes of 
confidence in its own capacities, were 
gained, iv a framewark of civil li- 
berties and without brain-washing 
either, add up to one of the: most 
fascinating stories of creative politics 
in the world today. 


Des -contidones achieved, and with 
good reason, Mexican leadership 
turned, in the last few years, to ex- 
ploring the outer spaces of relations 
and connections with other countries. 
In the Ruiz Cortines regime the first 
vigorous push to diversity Mexican 
economy on a world scale, as had 
been done inside the nation, brought 
trade-pacts, exchange agreements, 
and the beginning of a considerable 
influx of outside money and people, 
investing in Mexico on Mexico's own 
terms, as in a modern, and no longer 
satellite nation. 

This regime initiates ont only con- 
nection but leadership, which has 


come about because of Mexicos 
prestige in the eyes of other peoples 
facing the same problems that Mex- 
icans, without resourse to fixed ideo- 
logies or dogmas of economy of any 
kind, have successfully solved. There 
is no doubt that Mexico has de- 
veloped and invented, a political and 
economic set-up that is peculiar to 
itself, as Israel has, and since it seems 
to work very well indeed, other 
peoples at present in crisis or bank- 
ruptcy of one sort and another, have 
been trying to analyze what it is, in 
order to see whether the same 
methods will work for them. For this 
reason, as well as because most 
Spanish-speaking countries in the rest 
of America have many problems in 
common with Mexico, this country 
suddenly finds itself in a position of 
initiative and leadership, which it has 
picked up and is now carrying forth 
very energetically indeed. 


Most Americans, even more so than 
Europeans, who try to figure out what 
Mexican politics and economics is all 
about, find themselves as if in a 
never-never land, because the home- 
town rules just don't apply here; there 
is an altogether different set of hows 
and whys. Neither do old-time Euro- 
peans, trying to think in terms of it 
things are in their countries, get the 
angle, or ‘the wave,’ as Mexicans 
say. And the Iron Curtain boys, ac- 
customed to rule by force and theatre 
and slogans, understand it even less. 

To most outsiders, it looks as if this 
country had no inner structure; as if 
what it has done somehow or other 
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“just growed."’ But to Mexicans there 
is no question but what they live 
within, and are following a very solid 
set of drincipled aims, responding to, 
and creating, attitudes and responses 
in every citizen that fit with spon- 
taneous and ingrained individual 
feelings. 

There is a tradition and faith that 
is being worked out in fact, again 
like in Israel. But here it is something 
called ‘The Revolution,” indefined by 
any party-line or manifesto, yet per- 
fectly clear to any Mexican or anyone 
else who can manage to imagine 
himself in a Mexican's place, and 
then proceed from what it feels like. 
The charter that officially descirbes 
and establishes “The Revolution,"’ is 
of course the Constitution, but the 
dynamics of constantly fulfilling not 
only its letter but its spirit, is really 
the point; the living process. 

This year being the 150th anniver- 
sary of Mexican independence and the 
50th years of “The revolution,’ much 
reaffirmation has been going on. And 
one of the clearest, most interesting 
crystallizations of what “The Revolu- 
tion’ means, that your editor has 
read, is a speech made by Don Ve- 
nustiano Carranza, President when the 
Constitution was written (1917) but 
dating from 1913, when he was a 
revolutionary military chief. 


W.., our example,"’ said Don Ve- 
nustiano in the townhall of Hermo- 
silo, in the northern state of Sonora 
“many other nations that suffer the 
same ills as ourselves, and especial 
ly our sister republics of Central and 
South America, will find their salva- 
tion. Latin America must not forget 
that this fratridical struggle in which 
we are engaged has as its aim, the 
re-establishment of justice and law, at 
the same time as the respect of 
weaker peoples by the powerful; that 
the monopolies and privileges of the 
big nations in regard to the small 
ones must be ended; it must be learn- 
ed that any citizen of any nationali- 

(See following page) 








NATIONAL PANORAMA 


FINANCIERA BONDS ON THE MARKET 


As released to MEXICO/this month 
by the Research Division of the 
Nacional Financiera 


Nacional Financiera has just issued a new 
bond which will earn about 10% per year 
(tax-free) and has several other attractive fea- 
tures which make it a particularly good invest- 
ment. 

The new issue — TITULOS FINANCIEROS MO- 
NEDA NACIONAL SERIES *'N'’ — is guaranteed 
by a packet of first-class stocks and bonds in 
some of Mexico's outstanding industrial firms. 
Over half (73 million pesos) is made up of 
industrial bonds of Ayotla Textil, S$. A., Celu- 
losa de Chihuahua, S. A., Mexicana de Coque 
y Derivados, S. A. de C. V., and Viscosa de 
Chihuahua, S. A.; the first three pay 8% per 
year ond the last, 9%. 

Common stocks conservetively valued at par 
(46 million pesos) in Altos Hornos de México, 
S. A., Ayotla Textil, S. A., Cia. Industrial de 
Atenquique, S. A., Tubos de Acero de México, 
S. A., Cementos Guadalajara, §. A., and Ce- 
mentos Portland del Bajio, S$. A. bring the total 
to 119 milion pesos backing the issue of 100 
million pesos. These common stocks paid aver- 
ages of 10% to 12% in the past 3 years. 

Nacional Financiera will pay a minimum of 
2% quarterly, that is 8% per year, 
new bonds plus the earnings beyond 8% re- 


on the 


ceived on the stocks and bonds in the guar- 
antee packet, which should come to a total of 
about 10%, on the basis of their yield record. 

The bonds are for a 5-year term, with prin- 
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cipal due in a single cash payment on De- 
cember 31, 1964. 

They are available in denominations to suit 
all scales of investors: 100, 1,000, 10,000 and 
100,000 pesos. 

In addition to the guarantee specified, the 
principal and minimum yield of 8% are back- 
ed, of course, by the resources and reputation 
of Nacional Financiera. 

This combination of yield and security is hard 
to match on the market today. 
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ty, living in a foreign land, must sub- 
ject himself to the laws of that nation 
and to their consequence, without ap- 
pealing to the guarantees that be- 
cause of its strength and power his 
own nation gives. There will be on 
Earth, true justice, when every citizen, 
in any part of the world, finds himself 
and feels himself to be in his own 
country... 

“This is the Revolution as | under- 
stand it; and this general direction 
will rule all humanity later, as’ the 
beginning and principle of justice. 

“When we change totally, all our 
legislation, implanting norms with a 
modern structure and more in accord 
with our own idiosincrasy and social 
needs, we will also be exciting our 
brother peoples, not to wait until they 
too have a revolutionary movement 
like our own, but to, in absolute 
peace shake up both inside and out- 


side of themselves, the great evils in- 
herited from the Colony and the new 
ones created via the growth of our 
own capitalism, and also to shake 
themselves free of international preju- 
dices as well as of their eternal fear 
of the Colossus of the North.”’ 
Perhaps now, the fear is at least 
as much the other way around. But 
a need and will to understand, and 
to deal with these peoples in terms of 
themselves, has begun to influence 
and change traditional U.S. interna- 
tional politics. Maybe one of these 
days American businessmen, taking 
a good long look at how much col- 
onialized Mexico bought of US. 
goods in 1920, and what its position 
as customer'is today, will stop getting 
unerved by wards and look at facts, 
and discover that it could be, in this 
world of now, that revolution is good 
business — for Uncle Sam too. 
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Chalma ... 


A highlight of the almost-daily pil- 
grimages that go on all over Mexico 
is the trek to Chalma on March 4. 
Pilgrims march to the shrine, of the 
Christ of Chalma (in the Toluca region, 
close to the ancient pyramid of Mali- 
nalco) to seek cures and, rather more 
uniquely, very special favors. Re- 
quests are traditionally phrased in 
terms of dancing in the church court- 
yard, an act supposedly so efficient 
that in Mexico it's synonymous with 
“impossible” to say, ni yendo a bailar 
a Chalma — not even by going to 
dance at Chalma. 


Charros... 


Charros from the high mountains 
and low ranchlands of the Republic 
will converge on Ciudad Victoria this 
month for a three-day convention, 
competition and general whooping-it- 
up display of derring-do. Serious prac- 
tice for the’ event has been going on 
for the last few months, and spokes- 
men for the high-hatted horsemen say 
they'll be in top form for the March 
10-12 sessions. 


and Chapultepec 


Chapultepec Park in Mexico City 
is famous as a place to greet the early 
Spring: sunny March weather brings 
throngs to stroll under the ancient 
huehuetl trees, chat and picnic and 
observe Spring newcomers to the zoo. 

Culture and spectacles added to 
Chapultepec’s popularity last month 
with a series of notable events: The 
Teatro del Bosque offered, in Spanish 
translations, Shakespeare's Hamlet 
and Anouilh's version of Antigone And 
towards the end of the month, Rin- 
gling Brothers was slated to set up its 


famous rings in the National Auditor- 
ium. 










































Photo Mayo 


Top left: Pilgrims follow a rocky path to the shrine 
of Our Lord of Chalma. Above: A charro prepares 
for the “pass of death”, where he must leap to the 
back of o wild mare at full gallop. Below: Chapul- 
tepec resident observes Chapultepec visitors. 


Photo Marilad Pease 





= a hundred years ago a bold 
and dashing dreamer in the Andes by 
the name of Simon Bolivar, rode 
forth to spread the message of demo- 
cracy and the self-determination of 
peoples, throughout Spanish-speaking 
America. In contact with the fathers 
of the North American — and the 
Mexican Revolutions of Independence, 
Bolivar projected as the beautiful and 
only logical answer to nationalist 
weaknesses and struggles, a union of 
American nations, solidly bulwarking 
their freedom and safety from Old 
World domination, in peace and work- 
ing brotherhood with each other. 

For many years this dream remain- 
ed pretty much only that, and pious 
oratory; frustated by isolation, and the 
power of dictatorships and monopolies 
afraid of the price of democracy, and 
intent on preserving special privilege 
and profit for the ruling few. Boli- 
var's dream, and the realities of Old 
World threat, created a climate that, 
via congresses and organizations, 
managed at least to keep wars in 
America relatively minor and few. But 
the immense value in political and 
economic unity was still a potential 
only; a dream. 


Last month Mexico's President, 
Adolfo Lopez Mateos, on a carefully 
prepared, energetic flight through the 
principal countries of South America, 
brought home the working beginnings 
of Bolivarian fact. His speeches and 
conferences in South America keynot- 
ed two aims, the objectives to which 
modern Mexico is committed with its 





CONTINENTAL STORY: 
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whole heart: and in order of import- 
ance felt by Mexicans. One: the real- 
ization of individual freedom and a 
life with dignity for every man, within 
democratic processes; and two, the 
creation of economic strength (to guar- 
antee these freedoms) via interchange, 
pooled credits and markets, and other 
co-operations, aimed at increasing 
productivity and the pumping of its 
goods and benefits, to the grass roots. 

Mexico s own successes in catapult- 
ing itself from a backward, chaotic, 
dependent and marginal and national 
structure into a vigorous modern con- 
dition, developing itself rapidly via 
the magic of hard work, brilliant im- 
provisation, and love of country, has 
brought increasing numbers of troubl- 
ed statesmen and students from many 
lands to study its methods, as if it 
were a pilot-project in how to solve 
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your problems by do-it-yourself. Its 
prestige as a successful solver of the 
puzzle of how to build an economy 
without going into hock for capital, 
nor yet into dictatorship, has become, 
in other lands facing the same ques- 
tions, almost fabled. 

Hence its young President, present- 
ing his practical propositions for do- 
ing business pooled, and his living 
faith in the human dignity that demo- 
cracy protects, was received with very 
open doors indeed, and his proposi- 
tions —as well as his person— were | 
enfolded in embrace after embrace. 

jtem: the precarious situation of 
one-product economies gets protection 
from selling and buying in block, and 
the starvation-need for capital begins 
to be met by such devices as the Inter- 
American Bank, now about to begin 
to function, under the presidency of 















































Mexico's Secretary of the Treasury An- 
tonio Ortiz Mena. Item: the determi- 
nation to cut down spending on ar- 
maments and follow Mexico's idea of 
putting the money into schools and 
health instead, got approval down 
the line. Item: the belief that dicta- 
torship is an obsolete piece of sav- 
agery and that civic rights and free- 
doms are the only breathable political 
air, got strengthened by understand- 
ings —not treaties or alliances— to 
work together to defend these com- 
mitments. 

These are the things that Mexicans 
mean when they say, their way of 
life is “The Revolution’. Interesting 
foot note to the President's tour was, 
both at home and abroad, accusing 
him of being ‘‘an errand boy for im- 
perialism’’, gnd —this is at present 
the modish insult in Communist cir- 
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cles, a ‘‘conciliator’’. 


The other foot- 
nore was his answer, repeated sever- 


al times down the line in press ques- 
tioning regarding his views on anti- 


Semitism, succinctly: “Barbarism”’. 
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THE TOTONACS 


oh Ye 
were a gay and charming 
eX-Yo) o)(-Pacolate Mel Melo] ilellive mel ire 


light wines. 


They were related to 
the Mayas, but they 
turned most of the sol- 
emn religion of their 
relatives and forebears 
into celebrations. Even 
in their tombs, the fig- 
ures buried with their 


* {See page 16) 
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by Caroi MILLER 


BA esico’s east coast, along the Gulf of 
Mexico, is one of the semidiscovered tour- 
ist pleasure-grounds in the south-of-the- 
border republic. Other, more highly-touted 
areas, have mushroomed as new highways 
and fresh publicity invaded their frontiers. 
The gulf area, however, is a new pasture- 
land for the jaded traveler, offering, among 
other charms, a coastal jungle as exotic 
and fertile as it is alluring, some of the 
world's finest seafood cuisine, and fishing 
in flaming waters for the gamest of them 
all —the silvery, giant-scaled tarpon. In 
addition are and reclamation 
centers, petroleum installations, and gran- 


industrial 


Typical of the Gulf Coast: Towns (here Tuxpam) are built where rivers empty into the Gulf; 


diose ports full of bustling harbor activity. 
History ran rampant, in many of these re- 
gions, and lusty legends worthy of nothing 
less than the Klondike can attest to the 
glory that was an oil boom and the gran- 
deur that has now simmered gently into 
an occasional fishing tournament. 

Names on the Gulf itinerary are: 


Coatzacoalcos: Also called Puerto Me- 
xico, this port is at the southernmost tip 
of the elongated state of Veracruz, 
reached by highways from Veracruz city, 
from Tehuantepec (on the West Coast) tra- 
versing the Isthmus on the Tehuantepec 
Railway, or via the Cd. Cuauhtemoc-Mexi- 
co City road, is a dispatch point for ships 
bound Cuba-way, north to New Orleans, 


ing, advent 


Jungle sea coast, hunting and tarpon offer weeks -- or a 
weekend -- of romantic escape along the Gulf of Mexico 


or south through the Caribbean. The cli- 
mate is hot, but the town is built on a 
series of hills where it receives a good 
breeze. The market, where one may see 
quantities of fish from the Gulf, and deli- 


cious tropical fruits looking as strange and 
exciting as they do unidentifiable, is fas- 


cinating. The beach, at the foot of town, 
is extensive. Swimming is fine and fish- 
ing is superb. Once an oil capital, Coat- 
zacoalcos is now center of a brisk sulphur 
boom. 


Alvarado: Home of the toughest-talk- 
ing folk in these parts, this quaint port is 
located at the mouth of the Papaloapan 
River, on the coast. Drive north from Coat- 


(See page 17) 


best fishing is done in the river mouth 
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The Port of New Vera Cruz 
with the Fort of San Juan de 
Ulua in the Kingdom of New 
Spain on the Sea of the North. 


Courtesy of the Mathias Goeritz 


collection. 
A. Fort of San Juan de Ulua. 
B. Plaza and Main Church. 
Mayor’s House. 
Royal Custom’s House. 
The Wharf. 


. Road to Mexico. 


ApS 





(From page 12) dead smile --all the way from 
a tenuous Mona Lisa smile to 
a broad guffaw. One of their wae 
principal interests was music. nee 
and theater. These remark- 
able figures from a private 
collections are dolls whose _ 
makers portrayed Totonac | fe Se . 
as saat saw ‘ond felt it. 


















(From page 13) 


zacoalcos or south from Veracruz. The 
town is built on a peninsula and the gen- 
eral air of the place is as though time 
stopped centuries ago. Fishing is the prin- 
ciple industry, both on the river and in the 
sea. Alvarado received its name from Pe- 
dro de Alvarado, who entered the bay in 
1518, on the Grijalva expeditian from 
Spain. 

A visit to this port should include a side- 
trip up the river to Tlacotalpan and Tux- 
tepec. There is a mail boat line which 
offers year-round service as far as the lat- 
ter; from there smaller boats continue up 
the shallower river. Details may be ar- 
ranged in Veracruz, or in Alvarado. The 
trip up-river is an adventure. At the low- 
er stretches cocoanut greves line the 
shore. Tlacotalpan was an important ship- 
ping center before the Spanish conquest. 
It stands at the junction of the Papaloapan 
and San Juan Rivers, and is sometimes 
called ‘Pearl of the Coast’. Beyond are 
great banana plantations, then fields of 
sugar cane. At Chacaltianguis, passengers 
are transferred to smaller craft in which 
they can ride to Tuxtepec before turning 
back. This region is now the center of a 
vast reclamation project, known as the 
Development of the Papaloapan (Butter- 
fly) Valley, patterned after the Stateside 
TVA. The visitor might find changes in the 
river itinerary from day to day, as the Hy- 
drauvlic Works Ministry is harnessing the 
benefit. A fine 
highway now connects Veracruz with the 
main Papaloapan Dam, and “Miguel Ale- 
man City”. A circle trip is recommended. 

For those sticking to the coast route 
north, next in store are two delightful re- 
sorts. The first is called Medellin, where 
the Atoyac and Jamapa Rivers meet. Here 
is good bathing and fishing. Near Mede- 
lin, in the jungle, lies the pre-conquest 
town of Xicalanco. Next on the list are 
Anton Lizardo, and La Piedra, on the 
coast, two small fishing towns. Inland lies 


the Peter Pan world of Catemaco Lagoon, 
@ scenic treasure-chest as rich in naturai 


vast river for national 


wells of mineral water as in beauty. Three 
small hotels and bungalows cater to vis- 
itors. 


ary 


a { eracruz: Most Spanish of the Mexican 


ports, a corner of the Old World on the 
Gulf, Veracruz is one of the Republic's 
most historical cities. Cortés landed near- 
by on April 22, 1519, at Villa Rica de la 
Vera Cruz (Rich Viliage of the True Cross). 
The first Spanish stockade was here; the 
“silver fleet” of this precious metal went 
out in galleons from here to Spain; it was 


of San Juan de Uliéa built on a reef in the 
harbor, is now a naval training center and 
arsenal. A causeway connects the fort with 
the city. Sacrificios, an offshore island, is 
a favorite excursion spot. The tale goes 
that the isle is so named because it was 
here that Cortés witnessed his first human 
sacrifice. 

There is much to see and to do in Ve- 
racruz. A magnificent promenade, the 


General M. Avila Camacho Boulevard, 
curves around the harbor in front of the 
city, flanking the beach. The Malecén, a 


Stark plaza scrubbed by sea air, graceful colonnades, old 
two-wheeled horse cort are typical of Campeche. 


the chief port of New Spain for over three 
hundred years; and after Mexico's inde- 
pendence, in 1821, the last Spanish flag in 
the country was taken down here, from the 
tower of San Juan de Ulia fort. 

Ancient walls and buildings remind the 
visitor of this lively past. The grim fort 


wide boardwalk stretching into the harbor, 
with a lighthouse at its end, is a popular 
strolling place. Aside from these, and oth- 
er historic attractions which fill the guide 
books, Veracruz has an atmosphere to 
earn it the nickname of “Little Havana”. 
It is probably the noisiest community, aside 

















trom its Cuban cousin, on earth. Natives 
and visitors take delight in sitting around 
the plaza in the afternoon, sipping beer or 
soft drinks and playing dominoes to a 
musical background. The combined din 
of the clashing domino “fichas", and at 
least three dozen wandering musicians, 
marimba players, and a fully-armed brass 
band in the center of the square, is enough 
to make a lasting impression, particularly 
on one’s sanity. 

Hotels are numerous and very Spanish 
in Veracruz. Shops sell curios fashioned of 
tortoise shell, snakeskin, crocodile, coral, 
and seashells. Beaches are many and mag- 
nificent as well, and so hard-packed that 
cars often drive for miles along the surf's 
edge. Mocambo is the favorite bathing 
beach. Boca del Rio, a short drive from 
town, is a picturesque fishing town where 
a river meets the sea, and thus the name 
—Mouth of the River. 
clubhouse contrasts with scenes of fisher- 
men spreading their nets. Here is good 
boating, swimming, and seafood cookery. 

A word must go in here about deepsea 
It has been said that fish taken 
from the waters of the Gulf that wash 
the shores of Veracruz could feed a nation. 
Tarpon, seabass, red snapper and other 
specialties cavort about in the currents to 
tempt the visitor (or resident) angler. Fish- 


A smart modern 


fishing. 


Villages along the Gulf live -- and eat -- by their fishing. 


ermen from the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and Latin America participate an- 
nualy in the Veracruz spring fish derby. 

Carnival season is celebrated with gay 
festivities in Veracruz. The week before 
Lent all other business in the city is con- 
sidered unimportant. A gay costumed Mar- 
di-Gras sets forth and everywhere is a 
labyrinth of Veracruzanos dancing the 
huapango or the bamba, strumming harps 
and guitars, and yodeling happily. 


9 rw The turning-off point for 
this charming spot is 40 miles beyond Ja- 
lapa, capital of Veracruz state, on an all- 
weather road. The resort is really called 
Boca de Chachalacas, because the mouth 
of the river is located here. Aside from the 
usual fine beaches typical of the Gulf 
coast, Chachalacas offers excellent sea- 
food, especially small sweet clams, fresh- 
ly caught. The favorite drink is cocoanut 
milk, cut down from the treetops by ac- 
comodating and agile youngsters, on re- 
quest. Modest but comfortable lodgings. 


Nauta: Reached via Pachuca and Teco- 
lutla this and its companion spot of Casi- 
tas are undeveloped touristically but never- 
theless charming. Navtla is a river delta, 
like many in this region, and one of a 
string of vanilla curing communities dating 





back to French and Italian colonies estab- 
lished at Maximilian's invitation and later 
moved into the jungles at Juarez's insist- 
ence. A wide arm of sand protects the 
town from the ocean and forms a small 
and calm cove next to the shore. Pleasant 
but unpretentious accomodations. 


Tecolutla: A fairly new resort, popular 
with Mexicans as well as a few curious 
visitors, Tecolutia lies on the Gulf and the 
river of the same name. A one-time luxu- 
ry hotel still claims the bulk of the transient 
traffic, due principally to its exclusivity. 
Being passé as a 1930 film musical doesn't 
alter the fact rhat it is the only hotel on 
the beach. Still, this is a highly recom- 
mended spot for swimming, fishing, boat- 
ing, good eating, shell and driftwood hunt- 
Take 
insect repellent, especially for beachcomb- 


ing, or just lying in a hammock. 


ing at sundown when the jejenes come 
forth. Also consider the possibilities of 
crocodile stalking along the inland water- 
ways of the river —truly an “African 
Queen” sensation. 

About 18 miles inland there are two 
“musts” for the visitor. One is the vanilla- 
growing town of Papantla, a scenic curio- 
sity as characteristically tropical and Mex- 
ican and yet somehow rather Tahitian, as 
a place can be. The other is the nearby 


Men in rowboats spread their nets into the sea; thewhole village gathers to 








Cc 


pyramid Tajin. Both are unique and set- 
tings for unusual daily sights and special 
festivals. 


‘Lege Ships from foreign ports tie up 
in this oil port that once vibrated with 
scandal, crude oil, and money. A wide 
river provides perfect channel for tankers 
as well as excellent grounds for boating, 
swimming, and fishing. A yacht club gone 
to seed, yet still magnificent in bearing, 
and a few hotels cater to offbeat tourism 
and give visitors more than their money's 
worth in hospitality, friendliness, and good 
food. 

La Barra Norte, Tuxpan's wide white 
beach, is a wonder spot resort, utilized as 
well as a highway as much as 25 miles 
northward, strewn with driftwood carcas- 
ses, fishnets, gull tracks, and river deltas. 
Hotel service and restaurants are available 
along the shore, and we recommend par- 
ticularly Chita's place at the Barra—an af- 
ternoon with her cooking and her wicked 
tongue is worth any sacrifice—or a casval 
meal of seafood al natural on a shakey 
wooden balcony in Tamiahuva overlooking 


the river and tossing discarded shells to 
Campeche child flashes a Gulf coast grin 


in the sun-washed town plaza. 


(See page 28) 


haul in the nets in late afternoon, to sort, then sell, the catch. Breakfast through supper menu: tortillas and fish 





































Enna Martinez of Mexico has visited both Portland, Oregon 
(left) and Cleveland (above) under sponsorship of The Ex- 
periment in International Living. People of all ages partici- 


pate in this progrom of learning about other countries by 


living in them. 


Experiment in International Living: 


YWVLKICO — v.S. 


Mexico will play host this year for 
the annual meeting of an_ interna- 
tional group that waves no banners, 
picks no bones, and operates on the 
recklessly simple thesis that people 
learn to live together by living to- 
gether. 

The group is The Experiment in In- 
ternational Living, with headquarters 
in Putney, Vermont, and national of: 
fices in 29 countries scattered across 
five continents. This is the organiza- 
tion; its ideal it to foster internation- 
al understanding. And it sets about 
to do this in a direct and basic way 
that spells educational adventure for 
thousands of young people from 
many lands. 

Since its founding in 1932 by Don- 
ald B. Watt, The Experiment has 


(See following page) 
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(From preceding page) 


been a pioneer and pacemaker in the 
field of educational travel. Every 
year it brings hundreds of students 
and young professional people from 
other lands to the United States, and 
sends even greater numbers of Amer- 
icans to countries as widely separat- 
ed as India and Costa Rica. This is, 
however, no ordinary travel program. 
For the first half of his two-month 
program abroad, each Experimenter 
lives with a family in the country he 
is visiting. He views the nation and 
its culture from the best vantage 
point of all: the inside of a family, 
looking out. Customs and _ habits 
which at first seemed strange begin 
to make sense. More than that, he 
finds it increasingly easy to under- 


(See following page) 






























Americans in Mexico, Mexicans in the U.S. share each 
other's lives and learn eoch other's fun: Left -- Americans try 
Mexican food in Middletown, Ohio. Above: Mexican Experi- 
menters show native costumes, dances. Top: New Englander 








tries tacos and toro practice. 








Experiment in International Living: ~woxce -v-«. 


(From preceding page) 


stand, respect, and admire people he 
meets in the host country. At this 
point, he begins to form friendships 
abroad which he will value for years 
to come. 

During the second month he travels 
to see firsthand the significant land- 
marks, activities and accomplish- 
ments which give the nation its es- 
sential character. In all of this he 
enjoys another benefit of every Ex- 
periment program: Experimenters 
usually go abroad in groups of ten, 
under the guidance of mature, care- 
fully-trained leaders. Each member 
shecres the advantage of seeing the 
host country not only through his own 





other person in the group. 

During the past 28 years more 
than 70,000 persons have taken part 
in Experiment activities, either as Ex- 
perimenters to other lands or as fam- 
ily members who have played host 
to Experimenters in their homes. 


Un this close-to-a-generation histo- 
ry, Mexico has been a relative new- 
comer. Prior to 1953, The Experiment 
had sent several groups to Mexico 
from the United States, but few in- 
coming groups had been received. 
With the visit of Dr. Watt to Mexico 
in 1953, a National Committee was 
set up and the status of The Experi- 


eyes, but through the eyes of every 
ment was formalized. 


T. expansion of the program re- 
quired the development of orienta- 
tion courses and materials. The first 
course for Mexicans was given in 
1953 at the Mexican-North American 
Cultural Institute; the Institute has 
continued to sponsor these annual 
courses, which now include eight 
hours of bi-lingual instruction, ac- 
companied by material on geogra- 
phy, history, customs and other det- 
ails of life in the United States and 


in Mexico. 


During the past six years, the local 
organization has sent 580 Mexicans 
to the United States; many more 
hundreds of Americans have come to 
Mexico. The reaction from both sides: 
enthusiasm, and unrestricted. Young 
American Experimenters have writ- 
ten to the local offices in superla- 
tives: ““l want to thank you and all 
the people responsible for making 
my Experiment in Mexico the best 
summer | ever had"... “I've never 
spent a better eight weeks in my 
life — especially my family in Pue- 
bla: | didn't know you could miss 
anyone like | miss them'’... ‘‘At first, 
| thought that language might be a 
barrier. On the contrary, | think it 


may have helped to develop the 
warm friendship between my family 
and me”. 


American hosts who have enter- 
tained Mexican visitors have proved 
equally delighted: “As a member of 


one of the families who was fortun- 
ate enough to have one of the young 
Mexicans visit for the holidays, | 


would like to express my thanks... 
He is an interesting personality — for 
he is extremely courteous, thoughtful 
and well bred, and full of fun and 
sparkle. He added very much to the 
pleasure of our Christmas season.” 

And the reaction of young Mex- 
icans who have visited in the U. S. 
made it a simple job for the local 
offices to organize at least one part 
of the international Congress slated 
for August and September of this 
year. Experimenters, ‘‘only too happy 
to reciprocate, offered their homes 
to the 300 delegates who will arrive 
for a week's homestay and opening 
sessions in Mexico City before mov- 
ing on for work sessions in Guana- 
juato. 

Americans who would like to join 
the rapidly growing family of Ex- 
perimenters, either as visitors to a 
Mexican home, or as host family to 
a young Mexican visitor to the U. S., 
can write for futher information to 
the group's head offices. Address: 
Experiment in International Living, 
Putney, Vermont. 


COD icon are carefully screened, 


particularly for their ability to adapt 
to the foreign atmosphere. And oc- 
casionally retired people are accept- 
ed. Presently several such are mak- 
ing a trial experiment in Mexico to 
see if they would like to live here 
permanently. 
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Several thousand vacationers will 
spend several weeks this summer 
combining a relaxation from the ri- 
gors of their U. S. lives, with an egg- 


head existence on any one of -several 
summer schools throughout Mexico. 


Scarcely a resort town in the Repub- 
lic does not have a full schedule for 
the summer student. Some are in 
conjunction with projects from U. S. 
Universities and Colleges. In any 
event the applicant should check 
with his own university before enrol- 
ling to be sure of accredition. 

Courses began as part of Spanish 
studies, now include history, human 
relations, Latin American culture, the 
performing arts, fine arts of all types, 
folklore, and even skin-diving. For 
full prospectus write to the schools 
listed below. 

University of Mexico, Ciudad Uni- 
veristaria, México 20, D. F. Rosa Ma- 
ria Stephenson Guizar, Registrar of 
Summer School. Special summer se- 
minars in graduate and undergra- 


duate work. This University main- 
tains a full curriculum throught the 
year for the foreign students, many 


of whom add the summer courses to 
their degree requirements. June 27 
to August 15. 

Mexico City College, Km. 16, Carre- 
tera Mexico-Toluca, Mexico 10, D. F. 
Apply to Dean of Admissions if you 
do NOT have a bachelor’s degree or, 
Dean of Graduate Studies if you do. 
This College is probably the most 
American in Mexico. It is now fully 
accredited with the U. S. as a full 
member of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Has special cooperative programs in 
Spanish and Latin American studies, 
the Jr. Year Abroad, Summer work- 
shops, and graduate research. Specia 
studies in anthropology. 

University of Guadalajara, Guada- 
lajara, Mex. Summer Session in con- 


AMMUNO SCHOOLS 


junction with the University of San 
Francisco Summer School. Please con- 
tact Dr. Carlos Sanchez at U of San 
Francisco 17, California. Regular Gua- 
dalajara faculty concentrating on 
Spanish and Fine Arts. June 26 thro- 
ugh July 30. 

University of Guanajuato in that 
city and State, has Spanish Language, 
Literature, History, Arts and Crafts, in 
its fifth session July 1 to Aug. 12. 

University of Veracruz for Foreign 
Students, Juarez 23, Xalapa, Vera- 
cruz, Mex. July 1 to Aug. 13. Sum- 
mer sessions in English and Spanish. 
Credits to Bachelors and Masters de- 
grees. Wide range of courses. Con- 
tact Fernando Salmeron, Director, at 
the above address. 

Instituto Tecnologico de Monterrey 
(Monterrey-Tec) Summer School and 
Cultural Extension Courses from July 
16 to Aug. 16. Fully accredited by: 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, Association of Te- 
xas Colleges, Int|. Assoc. of Univer- 
sities, and by Texas Education Agen- 
cy for High School Spanish. Degrees 
offered include Master of Arts in 


Spanish Language and also in Span- 
ish and Latin American Literature. 
Instituto Allende in San Migvel 


Allende incorporated with the Univer- 
sity of Guanajuato has a two part 
term this year: June 22 to July 31 
and Aug. 1 to 31. The school special- 
izes in Fine Arts and offers Master of 


Fine Arts degree in painting or crafts, 
Masters in Spanish and Creative 


Writing. Credits are transferrable to 
U. S. institutions: one credit for each 


thirty hours in arts and crafts and 
every fifteen hours in Spanish, Writ- 


ing, and History of Mexico. The Ins- 
tituto is in one of the most pictur- 
esque settings, and has a full activi- 
ties program. 


Berrios Summer Tours, June 21- 
Aug. 13. There are two shorter tours 


one for 17 days, The Explorer, and 
the Colonial Tour 23 days. Contact 
Prof. Alfonso Berrios, Miami Univer- 
sity, Oxford, Ohio. 

The University of Chicago, Office of 
the Summer Quarter, has an extensive 
program in Mexico. Contact Arthur 
Heiseerman, the Director at the U. of 
Chicago. 


Brigham Young University, Provo, 
Utah. Classes are held at Instituto 
Mexicano-Americano, Hamburgo 115, 
Mexico City. Contact Dr. H. Darrel 
Taylor, BYU Travel-Study Tours, Adult 
Education and Extension Services, 
Provo, Utah. Age limit is 17 to 36 
years. Students are expected to ab- 
stain from the use of tobacco and 
alcoholic beverages. 


Bradford Junior College, Bradford 
Mass., holds its fifth season for young 
women of college age at the Instituto 
Allende in San Miguel Allende. June 
24 to Aug. 14. 


Indiana University, 
Indiana. 


Bloomington, 
Intercollegiate Study Project 
in Mexico, June 18 to Aug. 3. Co- 
sponsored by sixteen Indiana Colleges 
and Universities. Concentration is on 
Spanish language or literature or re- 


search in Latin-American culture. 


Louisiana State University, has in- 


tensive Spanish Language, and Litera- 
ture courses beginning from June 13 
to Aug. 12 at Zacatecas 184, Mexico 
City. Transport is by bus to this city. 


Loyola University of New Orleans 
has summer school here from June 
18 to July 29. Spanish and History, 
Plastic Arts, and an extensive course 
in Cinema, Mexican Cinema, and Te- 
levision is offered. There are excur- 
sions. Transport by bus. Sessions are 
held at University !beroamericana. 


University of Arizona at Tucson, 
Arizona maintains a bilingual Sum- 


mer Schools sponsored by the Uni- 
versity in cooperation with the faculty 
of Stanford University and the Uni- 
versity of Guadalajara, at the Gua- 
dajara campus. 
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THE MEXIGAN STOCK MARKET 


by Jack H. Jost 


With the increasing pace of Mex- 
ico's industrialization, more and more 
foreign investors are turning their 
eyes with keen interest south of the 
border. There is little doubt that the 
prudent and_ farsighted investors 
will be rewarded for putting some 
money into this new booming econo- 
my, which is often compared to the 


one of Canada some fifteen years ago. 
Mexico's monetary situation has 


never been better before and the 
rumors about a peso devaluation 
have disappeared. 


Politically the nation has improv- 
ed in such a way that it may be con- 


sidered as matured as many of the 


higher developed Western European 
countries and the United States. 


Internal troubles and_ revolutions 


are long-gone history here. 
In 1959 the Mexico City Stock 


Market experienced an unprecedent- 
ed volume, some 20% higher than in 


the preceding year. Total trans- 
actions are estimated at approxi- 


mately 6.4 billion dollars of which 
only 344 million were done on the 


Mexico City and Monterrey Stock Ex- 
changes while the lion's share was 
transacted in the over-the-counter 
market. Although over 350 different 
issues are listed on the Mexico City 
Stock Exchange, only some 25 of 
them enjoy a fairly active market. 
There are many different financial 
groups and large private investors 
who own much of the outstanding 
stock of our companies, which has a 
tendency to cause a thin market in 
their securities. With the forming of 
a Mexican middle class, however, it 
can be expected that a wider dis- 
tribution of securities is merely a mat- 
ter of time. 


The Mexico City Stock Exchange 
counts on 52 members who are at 
the service of potential investors for 
executions of their orders on the or- 
ganized market. In addition, there 
are more than 30 ‘'‘Financieras’’ or 
investment banks who do most of the 
underwriting business, deal in a num- 
ber of Mexican securities and have 


advisory facilities. Most of these in- 
stitutions maintain English corre- 
spondence departments. As an ex- 
ample how in many instances for- 
eign capital has cooperated with 


Mexican investors, we should like to 
mention the recent creation of Inter- 


continental, S. A., an_ investment 
banking concern with mixed Mex- 
ican-American-German capital. 


Only a few months ago, this group 
attracted by Mexico's economic future 
negotiated a 20 million dollar deal 
with ALCOA and other investors, sett- 
ing up Aluminio, S. A., and just a 
few weeks ago they arranged for the 
establishing of a plant to produce 
tool joints and rock bits, vital for our 
oil industry, under license from the 
Hughes Tool Company of Houston, 
Texas. Other large investment banks 
are doing an equally good job in 
building new industries in this coun- 
try in conjunction with foreign cap- 
ital but control remains usually in 
Mexican hands. 


First class Mexican Stocks are 
available at net returns of between 
7 and 11 per cent while industrial 
bonds sell at about an 11 per cent 
yield. For the convenience of our 
readers, we are giving below a list 
of the most actively dealt securities 


in our market, showing their recent 
bid and asked price: 

Celanese Mexicana 166-168 

CIDOSA 60-62 

San Rafael Papel 177-179 

Altos Hornos de México 239-241 

Fundidora de Monterrey 162-164 

La Consolidada 151-153 

Industria Eléctrica 95-97 

Tubos de Acero 168-171 

Mexicana de Aviacién 114-116 

Mexicana de Luz y Fuerza, Com- 
mon 194-196 

Mexicana de Luz y Fuerza, Pref. 
169-171. 

Teléfonos de México, Part. 967%,- 
97 V2 

Teléfonos de México, Reg. 93'- 
94", 

Cerveceria Moctezuma 183-185 

Banco Nacional 97 '/,-98'/s 

FIRME 121-124¥, 

CIDOSA 10% 99¥,-100 

Cuauhtémoc 12% 105-106 

Moctezuma 12% 105-106 

PEMEX 7.6% 101%/,-102'/, 

Central de Malta 10% 99-100 

Telmex 8% ‘'G" 76-77 


Members of the Mexico City Stoct: 
Exchange or any investment bank 
(Financiera) will be happy to assist 
investors in selecting suitable securit- 
ies. When you write to them you 
should say, however, what your prin- 
cipal objectives are, such as growth, 
income or speculative situations and 
whether you have a preference for a 
specific industry. Visitors to Mexico 
City may visit the Stock Exchange lo- 
cated at Uruguay 68, between noon 
and 2 p. m. when the market is in 
full swing. “Mexico This Month" does 
not make any recommendations on 
Mexican-investments. 
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(Hi... have a way of opening in 


Mexico that may have its equal 
somewhere else in the wérid except 
that | haven't seen it. They have a 
way of getting so many people in 
that, if the building doesn't collapse 
forthwith, they never have to worry 
on that score again. And if, sub- 
sequently, they ever get a split per 
cent of this number in as paying 
guests, the hotel is a howling suc- 
cess. 

All indications are that the big 
new Hotel Ambassador will have 
such an opening tonight and | don't 
mind in the slightest. For manager 
Jorge De Kiss Jr. had a quiet little 
pre-opening for the press Jan. 26, 
in which one could honestly see the 
joint and report upon its qualities as 
a hotel rather than a madhouse for 
the night. | am very grateful for his 
thoughtfulness, and | can report with 
a clear head this morning that it is 
really a very nice hotel with comfort- 
able rooms and suites of all sizes, 
equitably priced, and halls which 
add immeasurably to the pleasure of 
the place. 

As a happy consequence of De 
Kiss's thoughtfulness he was through 


ie? OFT 


iy UUL 


for the evening quite early and still 
quite fresh. So, Mexico's new five 
thousand cabs not having hit the 
streets yet, he was happy to accept 
a lift with us over to the Hotel Lu- 
ma where manager Warren Broglie 
was opening up a new and rather 
special bar called the Scheherezade. 
This, | suspect, is the result of Brog- 
lie’s recent stay in Egypt where, as 
usual, he was opening up another 
Hilton. Anyway, the place is quite 
a dish of mid-eastern splendor with 
the most comfortable places to put 
yourself I've encountered in too long 
a while. The place must be at least 
a triumph because the whiskey, also, 
is good. Broglie, acute strategist that 
he is, isn't risking a traffic jam to 
spoil everything at the start. First he 
wants us to get used to coming there 
for lunch, dinner or supper and 
drinks — and of course used to hold- 
mid-eastern seats — and 
then he will real live 
Egyptian belly dancer on us, start- 
ing with the late show. He promises 
this, but I've heard promises like this 
before, but he promises it for next 
Monday. | still suspect it's a come- 
on, but... 


ing our 
spring the 


INVESTMENTS 


il. recent steel strike in the United 
States and its settlement in favor of 
labor draws increasing attention to 
the fact that labor costs are gradual- 
ly pricing American products out of 
world markets. The process does not 
seem likely to be reversed, nor do its 
consequences seem inevitably cata- 
strophic. 


The majority of the world's big cor- 
porations are located in the United 


States and they seem likely to remain 
there. With the increasing prosperity 


of the American people, including 
labor, and their consequent interest 
in investment, these big corporations 
can obtain their operating funds 
there more economically than any- 
where else in the world. And with 
this cheap money, frequently obtain- 
ed from their own stock issues yield- 
ing less than two per cent, they are 
free to shop about the world for the 
countries which indicate the highest 


(See following page) 
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possible return for the investment 
therein of such funds. 

Mexico has long been among such 
chosen countries and, among them, 
has most consistently shown the wis- 
dom of its choice. It has cheap labor, 
dear money, and a_ government 
which has demonstrated itself to be 
among the most stable in existence. 
Thus, American as well as foreign 
corporations are quick to invest in 
Mexico to the extent of their ability 
to do so. When they do not form a 
Mexican subsidiary they buy out- 
right or exchange technical assist- 
ance, patents or trade marks for 
stock in an existing Mexican corpora- 
tion, there being obvious advantages 
to the acquirement of a stock usual- 
ly paying some eight percent with 
money coming from the sale of stock 
on which one is paying two. 


*Sut it is for this very reason that 
the founders of Mexican corporations 
so jealously guard their stock, per- 
mitting little if any of it to reach the 
Mexican Stock Exchange. For, while 
to the Mexican private investor a 
stock may seem high at eight per 
cent, to the professional buyer with 
his vastly cheaper money it is a bar- 


gain in itself, and all the more so as 
it so cheaply leads to control of the 


corporation which has issued it. Thus 
the relatively few Mexican corpora- 
tions whose stocks are actively trad- 
ed. 

This being the case by far the 
greater part of Mexican financing is 
done through the issuance of bonds. 
These are of a fairly extensive varie- 
ty, too extensive for description here, 
but a conservative rule of thumb 
would be to estimate that an eight 
per cent bond here enjoys about the 
same security as a four and a half 
percent bond in the United States, 
the choice to be governed by the 
same degree of investment counsel in 


Mexico. 
-Eliot Gibbons 
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by Barbora de Zouche Palmer 


i the southern states of Mexico, 
such as Oaxaca, Campeche, and 
Chiapas there are a_ tremendous 
number of fascinating dishes which 
are offered in various towns and at 
various fiestas. Among the _ best 
known, for which MTM readers have 
already had the recipe, are the 
tamales... these differ slightly in 
the various states, but they are all 
wrapped in banana leaves and if 
you have made Oaxaquefios, you 
have also made Chiapanecos. 

In this issue, we give you one 
monumental recipe from Oaxaca ana 
one succulent suggestion from Cam- 
peche, to wit: estafado oaxaque- 
fio This dish is peculiar to the Isth- 
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mus of Tehuantepec, especially the 
town of Espinal and Ixtaltepec... to 
make it, kill one or two beef and 
cut them in large pieces. In this part 
of the country, they have enormous 
ollas (earthen-ware pots) and wood- 
en spoons which are practically shov- 
els, especially made for the cooking 
of this dish. To the chunks of meat 
are added chiles anchos, soaked and 
then combined and ground with pep- 
per corns, parsley, thyme and celery, 
oregano, and axiote... 
this is thinned with vinegar and 
plenty of ground onion, garlic, red 
tomato, and platano macho are ad- 
ded. Plenty of pork lard too. If you 
are wondering about axiote, it is 
simply the flower which bursts out 
on the maguey plant which tells you 
that the plant is ripe... \ 


cinnamon, 


any case, it takes all day to prepare 
this elegance, and you cook it all 
night and all next morning on a low 
charcoal fire with the ollas placed 

(See following page) 
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(From preceding page) 


directly. on the braceres (out-door 
grills or braziers), stirring quite fre- 


quently... an army of small boys is 
indicated... to be sure it doesn't 
stick or burn. You serve this to 


hundreds of hungry people accom- 
panied by tortillas, pulque, beer, and 
what have you... and may God 
have mercy on your soul. Seriously, 
if you will take the ingredients for 
this sauce, some good beef with a 
brine that you can pick up with your 
fingers, a big pot and a good char- 
coal fire, you can have a delicious 
autumn barbecue. As | said before, 
you'll have to work out you own 
proportions. 

The succulent suggestion: the giant 
shrimp from the Laguna del Carmen 
in Campeche can be cooked almost 
any way... many people split them, 
shell and all, lengthwise, and broil 
them with butter and a litttle chili 
powder. The succulent recipe refer- 
red to however, is that you make a 
regular batter of flour and eggs, 
seasoning with salt and pepper and 
omitting the baking powder, and use 
beer instead of milk for the liquid. 
Of course, it won't taste the same 
if you don't use Mexican beer, but 
you can try. Dip your shrimp in this 
batter, deep fry them in oil and 
serve them at once with a lot of le- 
mon and fresh ground black pepper. 











sociable 


(From page 19) 


the scavenger fish cruising the reeds. 


;_ The Crab Port, as it is fondly 
called, is undoubtedly one of the happiest 
spots on earth. The boom days are over, 
the party has quieted down, and almost 
everyone has gone home. But the savor 
of elegance remains. Tampico's society is 
exclusive and wordly. Its Country Club 
is politely chic. Its Business Men's Club is 
coldly welcoming with decided north-of- 
the-border overtones. Its seafood is in- 
comparably delicious—every corner lunch 
counter serves luscious stuffed crabs, often 
put up to go out a Gulf port hamburger, 
so to speak—and the better restaurants, 
though modest in appearance, feature cu- 
linary masterpieces stolen from Neptune's 
own plate, so delectible as to make a 
Fisherman's Wharf chef blush. And it was 
the birthsite of CMA airline as well as of 
the great oil boom. Hurricanes, fleods, 


and expropriation have done little to dim 
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| Siprimg, adverts... 


the town's great dignity. 

The flavor of Tampico today is Spanish- 
American, with old world atmosphere 
mingled with signs of progress: schools, 
hospitals, smart stores, modern theaters, 
fairly comfortable hotels, oil refineraries, 
active port traffic, some tourism, an excel- 
lent airport, two fine beaches called Lo 
Barra and Miramar, and one of the most 
successful Coca Cola bottling plants in the 
world. 


fi. deepsea fishing, in addition, rivals 
any in the world. Several spring tarpon 
tournaments bring enthusiastic traffic, to 
such an extent that contestants often rent 
a house or bungalow instead of staying 
in the by-then-crowded hotels. As Tampi- 
co lies in one of Mexico's best agricultural 
and fruit regions it is popular as a ranch- 
ing and rodeo headquarters. Its hills, fur- 
thermore, teem with such tempting game 
as white wing dove, pheasant, quail, wild 
turkey, boar, mountain cat, deer and pos- 
sum. 

The name Tampico means ‘Place where 
otters abound”. It was a flourishing city 
before the Spanish conquest, and was cap- 
tured by the Aztecs in 1400. The center of 
pre-conquest activity was in Altamira, a 
few miles north of the present city of Tam 
pico. Many remains have been excavated 
there of earlier civilizations. After the con 
quest Cortes finally subdued this region, 
and Tampico received its present name 
in 1823 after the Mexican Independence. 
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